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Henry was  now obliged to do, in order to obtain
his support for the divorce, which he despaired of
obtaining- from the Pope without French pressure.
The Papal  Court was  divided,   then  and  always,
into  French  and   Spanish  factions,   and  in  North
Italy French and Spanish agents perpetually tried
to outwit each other.    Throughout the Continent,
wherever the influence of France extended, pressure
was   exerted   to  obtain   legal  opinions   favourable
to Henry's  contention.     Bribes,  as lavish as they
were barefaced, were offered to jurists for decisions
confirming the view that marriage with a deceased
brother's widow was invalid in fact, and incapable
of dispensation.     The   French   Universities   were
influenced  until   some  sort   of   irregular  dictum,
afterwards  formally  repudiated,   was   obtained   in
favour of Henry, and in Italy French and Spanish
intrigue were busy at work, the one extorting from
lawyers  support  to the   English   view,   the   other
by threats and bribes preventing its being given.
This, however, was a slow process, and of doubtful
efficacy after all ; because, whilst the final decision
on   the divorce  lay with  the  Pope,   the  opinions
of jurists and Universities,  even if they had been
generally favourable to Henry, instead of the  re-
verse, could have had ultimately no authoritative
effect.
Henry began to grow restive by the end of
1530. All his life he had seemed to have his
own way in everything, and here he found himself
and his most ardent wishes unceremoniously set
aside, as if of no account. Other kings had ob-
tained divorces easily enough from Rome : why
not he? The answer that would naturally occur